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Letter from the Executive Director

To respond to the needs
of the larger immigrant community,

this year ReEstablish Richmond
decided to include the term 

“new immigrant” in  our mission,
officially expanding our services to
individuals from any immigration

status who have arrived 
within the last 5 years.

-Kate Ayers 

Many thanks,

Kate M. Ayers
Executive Director

In 2010 Patrick Braford’s mission was to create an organization that could fill gaps in refugee services and build bridges

of support so that newcomers would have a consistent place to turn during different stages of their resettlement. As we

celebrate our 10th anniversary this August, I am filled with gratitude and pride. I am grateful to the 918 donors and

607 volunteers that have helped carry out Patrick’s vision over the last decade. I am proud of the ways that our

connections help our clients gain access to the resources they need so that their resettlement is a positive and

empowering experience.

In the fall of 2019, ReEstablish Richmond engaged in a strategic

planning process to ensure sustainable growth for the organization.

This process helped us to reestablish our mission and vision and to

plan our work for the next three years. We will focus on

strengthening strategic partnerships with other organizations that

can provide support for our clients; investing in the professional

development of refugee and immigrant leaders; improving our data

collection and outcome measurement processes so we can better

share our impact; and expanding our current programs to include

new immigrant communities.

virtually during this public health crisis. We created a webpage of translated resources for our clients, hosted a virtual

World Refugee Day Celebration, and responded to 75 requests for emergency support. This included food and mask

delivery to homebound clients, emergency rent assistance, and public benefits navigation. This fall, we will launch

hybrid versions of our programing by providing both virtual and in-person options. The way we work has changed

during this uncertain time, but our work itself remains the same: connecting our newest neighbors to the resources

they need to move from surviving to thriving.

This spring, our programs and services were impacted by the reality of 

COVID-19. On March 12, 2020, ReEstablish Richmond made the difficult

decision to halt our in-person client services while continuing to offer support 

I am excited to share what you have helped us accomplish this past year through our 2nd annual report.

Friends,



Our Mission + Vision

Afghanistan

Demo

Welcome to ReEstablish Richmond!

We are a small organization making a big impact here in Richmond, Virginia. Since 2010 we have

been filling service gaps within resettled refugee communities, providing support to resettlement

agencies, and empowering refugee families to thrive after their transition to the United States. Over

the past decade, we have become a trusted and respected human service agency among the

refugee communities we serve, as well as the public and nonprofit sectors.

In the past five years, the greater Richmond community welcomed over 2,063 refugees who were

forced to flee their homes in Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Bhutan,

Myanmar and 25+ other countries due to war and persecution. Recognizing that these experiences

are also shared by other immigrant newcomers who may not have formal refugee status but have

fled similar situations and face similar barriers to integration, in 2020 ReEstablish Richmond

expanded our mission statement to include new immigrants as well as refugees.

In the wake of ever-shifting federal policies surrounding refugee and immigrant resettlement,

ReEstablish Richmond stands by governor Northam’s 2019 statement: “Virginia’s lights are on and

our doors are open, and we welcome new Virginians to make their homes here.”

OUR MISSION
Connecting refugees and new immigrants to the resources needed to establish
roots, build community, and become self-sufficient 

OUR VISION
A community where all are united for the welcome and well-being of newcomers



Our Clients

Afghanistan

Demo

According to the UN Refugee Agency, by the end of 2019, at least 79.5 million individuals have

been forcibly displaced worldwide as a result of persecution, conflict, violence, or human rights

violations. By the time someone resettles here, many newcomers have survived years of

displacement, violence, trauma, and fear. The majority of our clients arrive here as refugees, special

immigrants, and asylum seekers from the countries represented below.

Primary Countries of Origin

Afghanistan

49%

Democratic

Republic of the

Congo

16%

Sudan

10%

22+ Other

Countries

25%



Our Values

Whether we’re working side-by-side in a community garden, conducting group classes in a
space hosted by one of our community partners, talking with a donor, or meeting in a client’s
home to introduce them to a volunteer tutor or mentor, our values guide every interaction.

Welcome
Equity + Justice

Empowerment + Self-Determination
Community

Respect for Human Dignity + Worth
Authenticity

Collaboration
Integrity

Flexibility

Our resettled neighbors sensitize us to issues far away and close to home. Their voices matter,

adding value to the greater community. Refugees and immigrants bring creative energy,

determination, a wealth of experience, and a depth of perspective to their new communities. 

Just like you and me, our resettled neighbors are people with varied backgrounds, interests,

skills, and experiences. Unlike most of us, refugees and immigrants have navigated loss many

times over by the time they arrive here –only to find that they must start from zero yet again.

The long journey of resettlement begins when newcomers arrive and continues until they are

fully integrated in the community. Doing it alone is possible, but having companions along the

way increases the chances of success and allows room for everyone to consider and celebrate

what it means to be seen, to be valued, to contribute, and to belong.

Our Values

https://www.reestablishrichmond.org/our-values


ReEstablish Richmond was founded by the community, for the community.

In 2010, as Patrick Braford was getting to know several newly resettled families from

Myanmar, he noticed a gap in Richmond 's services for refugees. Government

programs assigned families to Richmond upon entering the U.S., but after arrival the

families often didn 't have the resources or skills to secure adequate housing. Patrick 's

passion for the inclusion of newcomers in the wider community led him to start

ReEstablish Richmond, a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization focused on helping refugees

settle into Richmond while maintaining ties to their home culture.

Patrick didn 't do this work alone, of course. Partnership and collaboration have been

part of our DNA from the beginning, and as Patrick shared his vision with others,

people from across the Richmond community were drawn to join the

team. ReEstablish Richmond would not be who we are today without their dedicated

efforts.

In those early years, our programs related to issues of housing, agriculture,

employment, and transportation. Today we focus on transportation, health + wellness,

economic empowerment, and community engagement.

The programs and services of ReEstablish Richmond have shifted over the years to

meet the ever-changing needs of the Richmond refugee population, but we have

never strayed from our focus of connecting our newest neighbors to life-building tools

and resources, helping their integration to the community to be a positive and

empowering experience.

Our History



Marilyn Breslow, Retired
Rick Hanson, Retired

Marjie Patterson, Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond
Ayad Aljadery, George Washington University

Katie Bisceglia, Stauer
Ramona Taheri, Peace Operations Training Institute

Richard Sasso, Truist Financial
Lindsey Leach, United Network for Organ Sharing

Pient Tran, Capital One
Kelly Beekman, Self Employed
Mohib  Hafizi, Bank of America

Marielle  McFarland, County of Henrico
Sarah Merryman, University of Richmond

Veena Lothe, Emerge Virginia
Sadia Shah, Virginia Commonwealth University

Sherita Grinter, Capital One
Sue Godwin, Retired
Robert Ellis, Retired

Our Board of Directors



Our Organization
Board of Directors

Volunteers + Interns Volunteers + Interns Volunteers + Interns

Kate Ayers
Executive Director

Helen Zein Eddine
Director of 

Volunteer Engagement

Helen Rai
Director of 

Client Engagement

Leah Westberry
Director of

Economic Empowerment

Laura Jones
Associate Director

Volunteers + Interns

Volunteers + Interns



Transportation
Lack of reliable transportation is a significant barrier to self-sufficiency and

community integration. Through bus orientations, driver's education courses in

the primary languages of our clients, scholarships for behind the wheel lessons,

and car donations, our transportation program empowers our resettled

neighbors to get themselves where they want to go.

Health + Wellness
Because of the stress and trauma inherent in the experiences of displacement,

migration, and resettlement, refugees are ten times more likely to show

symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder, depression, and anxiety. By

connecting participants to trauma-informed yoga, wellness discussions, and

community gardening, our health + wellness program empowers our newest

neighbors to consider what wellness means for them and then to pursue it,

learning and growing together.

Economic Empowerment
Taking ownership of a new skill — creating something both beautiful and

functional — is an empowering experience. Building on the hand-sewing skills

many of our clients learned from their mothers and grandmothers, the Heela

Sewing Course is an employment readiness program that equips women with

the detail-oriented machine skills required to obtain jobs and flourish in a

sewing-related career.

Community Engagement
Building meaningful relationships is integral to a sense of belonging, and getting

to know someone who seems different is an opportunity to discover ways that

we are, in fact, much the same. Our community  engagement program has two

components — assessing our clients’ needs and connecting them to

volunteers for 1:1 support, and helping members of the community to learn

about and better understand our newest neighbors. Fostering these

connections invites folks on both sides to experience the transformational

power of welcome, trust, and cultural exchange.

Our Programs



Intern Voices

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t ,  f o r  s t a n d i n g  b y  m y  s i d e ,
f o r  e v e r y t h i n g .  F i n a l l y  I  a m  f r e e !

-  Fema l e  c l i en t  f r om  Sudan  who  ea rned  he r  d r i v e r ' s  l i c en se
a f t e r  comp le t i ngou r  d r i v e r ' s  educa t i on  cou r se

In the coming year, we hope to expand our driver's education course beyond the classroom,
providing online access to video lessons, quizzes, and ESL for driving in an e-learning format.
In addition to empowering more students to move toward transportation independence,

this project will increase the capacity of our staff, interpreters, and volunteers.
Making this important information readily available to refugees and immigrants has

the potential to improve road safety for everyone in Virginia!

Transportation

2019-2020
In addition to providing driver's education in Arabic, Dari, and Swahili, this
year we added Spanish to our course offerings. Through a partnership with
the Sacred Heart Center, we are helping our Latinx neighbors to become
safe, confident drivers and keep their families safe on the roads

clients completed

driver's education

courses in

      languages

108 47
clients attended

DMV Orientations

26
clients connected

to behind-the-

wheel driving

lessons

11
clients completed

Bus Orientations

4



Next year, we will continue to listen to the needs of our communities as they evolve due to
COVID-19. With the additional support of an AmeriCorps Member focusing on healthy futures,
we hope to establish virtual health + wellness groups and continue to develop the community

garden at Derbyshire Baptist Church until our clients can safely participate in person.

Health + Wellness

T h e  h e a t h  a n d  w e l l n e s s  p r o g r a m  h a s  a  l o t  o f  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t  o n  o u r
c o m m u n i t y .  T h r o u g h  t h a t  p r o g r a m  w e  e m p o w e r  w o m e n  a b o u t  t h e i r  l i f e .
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  y o g a  c l a s s e s ,  c u l t u r e  c l a s s e s ,  b a n k i n g ,  p a r e n t i n g  c l a s s e s ,

a n d  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e  c l a s s e s  h a d  t r e m e n d o u s  i m p a c t  o n  t h e m .  

-  Hameeda  Noo r y ,  i n t e rp r e t e r  f o r  t he  A fghan  We l l ne s s  Group

2019-2020

39
health + wellness

sessions offered to

participants

throughout the

community 

11
  agencies connected

with participants

according to topics

requested by the

community

14
 topics covered across

all health + wellness

groups, including

yoga, conflict

resolution, parenting,

and money basics

Our approach to health + wellness starts with asking clients what wellness
means to them. By listening and responding with programming that centers
their needs and goals, we connect participants with local resources and
activities to manage stress, take care of themselves, and support one another.

32
          planted in

locations

for participants to

grow what they

want to grow

3
garden beds



In the coming year, we hope to build on the foundation of this program to include
an advanced, Makers level sewing class, developing a financial literacy

curriculum and exploring social enterprise opportunities.

Economic Empowerment

I  l o v e  t h e  s e w i n g  c l a s s .
I  h o p e  I  c a n  k e e p  l e a r n i n g  a n d  f i n d

a  s e w i n g  j o b  t o  m a k e  m y  f u t u r e  b e t t e r .

-  Ma l i ha  W,  cu r r en t  s t uden t

2019-2020
Begun in partnership years ago, the Heela Sewing Course officially became
part of our programming in January of 2020. Heela means “hope” in Pashto,
one of the languages spoken in Afghanistan. During the 15 week course,
women gain skills to help them move toward their economic goals.

12
  sewing projects

completed

in the Heela 

beginner level

course

4
   sewing machines

were donated to

women who missed

graduation due to

COVID-19

6
women from

2
countries

participated

1

3    former students

maintain sewing

related employment 

is selling handmade

goods in retail shops

with plans to expand

1



Client Engagement

2019-2020
The goal of client engagement is to assess a client's needs through a
multidisciplinary intake and then match them with the resources they
need to meet their social, educational, or economic goals. 

Breakdown of Services Requested:

Transportation related: 148 (66%)

In-home English Tutor: 51(23%)

Community Mentor: 26 (12%)

Citizen Support: 20 (9%)

Referrals to Partner agencies: 31

(14%) 

222 referrals for client

services

81% female

48% male 

 I  n o t i c e d  { c l i e n t }  h a s  g a i n e d  l a n g u a g e  s k i l l s  a n d  i s  a b l e  t o
c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  m e  i n  E n g l i s h .  T h i s  m e a n s  a  l o t ,  a n d  I  t r u l y

a p p r e c i a t e  a l l  y o u r  w o n d e r f u l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  a g e n c y  a n d  t o  o u r
c l i e n t .  I  a l s o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t h a n k  R e E s t a b l i s h  R i c h m o n d  f o r

t h e i r  c o o r d i n a t i o n .  W i t h o u t  R e E s t a b l i s h  R i c h m o n d  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n
w o u l d  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  p o s s i b l e .  

-  Ka rma  Dupka ,  Rese t t l emen t  Casewo rke r  a t  CCC  o f  V i r g i n i a

In the coming year, we are committed to continue assessing
emerging needs due to COVID-19 and building new partnerships

with agencies that can provide support to our clients.

148
requests  for

transportation

support

31
 referrals made

to partner agencies

77
requests for English
tutors and mentors

20
requests for

citizenship support

81%  female

48%  male

requests for
client services

222



New Volunteers:

6 orientation and training

sessions 

117 new volunteers trained

Building upon last year’s goals, ReEstablish Richmond aims to attain Service Enterprise
certification, to maintain and grow our ROVI, to solidify volunteer roles and expectations in order

to best serve our mission, and to maintain a consistent digital presence.

Volunteer Engagement

Total Volunteer Engagement: 

Return on Volunteer

Investment: 3 to 1

Total # of Engaged Volunteers:

204 

(skill-based, program support,

special needs, volunteers matched

directly with clients)

2019-2020

 O v e r  t h e  p a s t  f e w  m o n t h s ,  I  h a v e  h a d  t h e  f o r t u n e  o f  b e i n g  a b l e  t o
v o l u n t e e r  1 0 0 %  r e m o t e l y  w i t h  R e E s t a b l i s h  R i c h m o n d  t o  c o n d u c t  E S L
l e s s o n s  w i t h  m y  l a n g u a g e  p a r t n e r  o n l i n e .  I t  h a s  b e e n  a n  i m m e n s e l y

r e w a r d i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  I  a m  g r a t e f u l  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e
t o  t h e  l o c a l  r e s e t t l e d  c o m m u n i t y  d u r i n g  t h e s e  t i m e s  o f

s o c i a l  d i s t a n c i n g  a n d  s t a y - a t - h o m e  o r d e r s .

-  Aa ron  Moye r s ,  ReEs t ab l i s h  R i chmond  Vo lun t ee r

6
  sessions for

volunteer

orientation and

training

117
             volunteers

trained

3 to 1
   return on volunteer

investment

(ROVI)

204
active volunteers 

(skills-based, program

support, special needs,

and direct client

matches)

The goal of volunteer engagement is to match Richmonders with service
opportunities to walk alongside clients as they work toward their goals.
Volunteers power our programs and extend our reach in the community, 

    new



In the coming year, we plan to increase the number of education and outreach events
featuring speakers from RVA Voices. These events promote dialogue and invite participants

to experience the transformational power of welcome, trust, and cultural exchange.

Community Engagement

2019-2020

  speaking events

for community

education and

outreach

23
requests for

education

from local

faith communities 

43%
 requests for

education

from schools

and universities 

23%
 requests for

education

from businesses

and community

organizations

22%

       Breaking Bread

dinners to highlight

the food and

cultures of resettled  

communities 

4                 annual 

Refugee and

Immigrant 

Volunteer Summit 

(RAIVS)

2nd    events featuring

speakers from

RVA Voices 

(Refugee Voices and

Ambassadors)

7               annual
      

and                  virtual

World Refugee Day

Community

Resources Fair

7th
1st

We fill gaps in the wider community as well, providing opportunities to
learn about the refugee and immigrant landscape and to connect with
others who want to better understand and support our newest neighbors.



In the coming year, ReEstablish Richmond plans to create more virtual resources for
World Refugee Day with the hope of having an in-person event in June 2021.

World Refugee Day

2019-2020

Information about

community resources

available in

different languages

Founder Patrick Braford

joined the staff to

celebrate our

             year

anniversary and

share favorite 

memories

To access this year's
Virtual World Refugee Day

resources: 
https://www.reestablishrichmond.org/wrd2020

Since 2014, our annual community resources fair has provided an
informative and festive event for the diverse communities of resettled
people who now call Richmond, Virginia, home. Gathering a wide range of
vendors under one roof and providing transportation as well as interpreters,
we want to ensure that attendees have full access to the community
resources our clients indicate are most helpful. This year was a bit different...

In leiu of our

                    annual 
in-person  community

resources fair, due to

COVID-19 this year

we decided to

celebrate virtually!

7th
clients received

an invitation to

participate in the

virtual celebration

815

10 6

https://www.reestablishrichmond.org/wrd2020
https://www.reestablishrichmond.org/wrd2020
https://www.reestablishrichmond.org/wrd2020


The way we work has changed during this uncertain time, but our work itself remains the same:
connecting our newest neighbors to the resources they need to move from surviving to thriving.

COVID-19 Response

March-June 2020

          volunteers

matched virtually with

clients for English

tutoring support

    webpage with

COVID-19 resources

translated into the

           primary

languages of our

clients

fabric masks  sewn by

Heela students and

volunteers, distributed

to community partners,

clients, and donors

593Regular check-ins

   with                 leaders

from          refugee

and immigrant

communities

34
8

                Dari driver's 

education students

switched gears from

in-person classes to

video lessons

on Skype

12

Food delivered to

          families

who lack

transportation access 

36requests for 

emergency support

from within our client

communities

76

13 1

5

Moving into month         

of the pandemic, we

surveyed a sample of

              clients across all 

communities to assess

their most urgent needs

6

35

Normally, our staff and volunteers meet with clients in their
homes and in community spaces. If there is one certainty of
COVID-19, however, it is that these are not normal times.
Guided by our value of flexibility, we got creative and adapted
our  programming to protect and prioritize our clients’ health
and safety while still providing services that meet their needs.



Aetna Foundation

Baptist General Organization of Virginia

Bob and Anna Lou Schaberg Foundation

Bon Air Presbyterian Church

Christ Church Episcopal

Church Women United

Civil Surgeon LLC

Community Foundation for a Greater Richmond

County of Henrico

County of Henrico Department of Social Services

Derbyshire Baptist Church

Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation

Dover Baptist Association

First Baptist Church

Flash Point Fund

GFWC Kanawaha Women's Club

Grace Baptist Church

Grace Community Baptist Church

Hill City Church

Huterra Foundation Inc.

Islamic Center of Virginia

Kelley Communications

Marilyn Ciciretti Foundation

Mary's Empanada, LLC

Medtronic Foundation

Mulberry Group

New Hanover Presbyterian Church

Philip A. and Mary Kay Huss Fund

Richmond Memorial Health Foundation

Ride Finders

Rosenthal Foundation

RVA Community Fund for Standing Together of

Richmond Jewish

Foundation

Second Presbyterian Church

St. Catherine's School

St. James's Episcopal Church

St. Paul's Episcopal Church

Stauer Jewelry

Sticky Rice

Stone Brewing Co.

Sub Rosa

Tabernacle Baptist Church

Ten Thousand Villages

The Chicago Community Trust

The Quad Laser LLC- Nota Bene

The Savory Grain

Tuckahoe Presbyterian Church

Union Market

United Way

USAA Giving Fund

VFW Richmond Post 6364

Welborne United Methodist Church

West End Assembly of God

World Horizons

Thank you to all of our Donors: 

Faith Communities, Civic Organizations, Foundations, and Corporations

Our Donors



Raufay Abbasi

Samina Abdullah

Sarah Abubaker

Julie Agee

Cheryl Al Mateen

Ayad Aldejeri

Antigone Ambrose

Sarah Amick AlZubi

Liz Anderson

Phoebe Antrim

Pamela Ash

Holly Ashton

Robert Ashworth

James Attison

Kate Ayers

Erin Bagnell

Arlo Baker

Jerry Barnes

Kelly Barnum

Kevin Barrett

Andrew  Bartlett

Jonathan Barton

Mollie Barton

Kelly Beekman

Pamela Bendele

Grace Bennett

Lynda Berge

Thomas Berge

Kellie Biesecker

Katie Bisceglia

Dan Bivins

Colleen Bohlman

Suze Bono

Mary Kate Bradley

Bill Braford

Patrick Braford

Crystal Breedlove

Marilyn Breslow

Hogan Brock

Julia Bryan-Deal

Sara Anne Burgess

Leigh Busby

Terry (TJ) Byrd

Caroline Cardwell

Aryn Carlson

Dorothy Carter

Suzanne Casey

Josh Chafetz

Christopher Chamberlain

Jane Cheadle

James Chinn

Judy Christopher

Ruby Ciciretti

Christine Clarke

Jessica Cocciolone

Terri Cohen

Robbin Coleman

Martin Conn

Theresa Conti

Inder Coppola

Kathleen Corcoran

Joseph Cosco

Karen Coyner

Alex (Edward) Craig

Colin Custer

Heather Dail

Amal Damaj

Kristen Danek

Jon Dattlebaum

Newsha Dau

Shauna Davis

Janet Deaton

Hunter Dickenson

Michael Dickinson

Kristin Dittmann

Margaret Edds

Stacey Edmonds

Leah Edwards

Larry Eiben

Adetola Eko

Kevin Elliott

Mary Beth El-Shafie

Aya Elzein

Kristen Emerson

Jane Emrick

Diane Epstein

Randolph Evans

Sheryl Fahey

Olivia Faries

Bonnie Fenton

Lugene Fernald

Bill Finley

Amory Fischer

Matthew Fisher

Eric Fiske

Susan Fitzpatrick

Paul Fleisher

Elizabeth Fogg

Janice Freed

Sharon Fuller

Jo Fullerton

Marilyn Gerde

Erik Golden

Kara Golden

Jeff Gore

Eugene Gregory

Christine Grinter

Brennan Guion

Margaret Hable

Micah Hadley

Cathy Halliwell

Richard Hanson

Michelle Harris

Nancy Harrison

Peter Hart

Sally Hart

Jay Hartman

Stephen Hassmer

Nathan Hatfield

Robert Hecker

Erlene Hendrix

Ethan Hickerson

Raidah Hudson

Roger Hultgren

Nafisa Husain

Barbara Ingber

Melissa Jackson

Ginger James

Penny Jenkins

Mary Susan John

Rick St. John

Kristen Johnson

Laura Jones

Matt Jones

Penni Jones

Susan Jones

Jon Kaminer

Shannon Kane

Jeff Kapinos

Monica Karafotis

Linda Keenan

Colleen Kelley

Britta Kelley

Erin Kennedy

Jane Keyser

Elham Khairi

Kera Khalil

Mirwais  Khudayar

Sidney Koerin

Erica Kohan

Melissa Kravetz

Aneal Krishnamurthy

Latha Kumar

Chaney Kwak

Joe Lattuada

Courtney Lawson

Lindsey Leach

Katherine Lipper-Garabediar

Mike Lipton

Dianne Locke Donnelly

Katie Logan

Veena Lothe

Sherry Maclaughlin

Margaret Mallon

Adale Martin

Tom Masterson

Sally Mattson

Anita McCarty

Lena McDonald

Marielle McFarland

David and Ann McGee

David McGrann

Beth McMahon

Jim McMurray

Mary McSweeney

Richard Meador

Tamurlaine Melby

Sarah Merryman

Angela Mierzejewski

Jaclyn Miller

Deborah Miller

Jen Miller

Beth Monroe

Lorretta Monye

Ali Moorehead

Christiane Morecock

Monica Morris

Barbara Myers

Steve Nash

Maurice Naylon

William Neer

Rachael Newmister

Deborah Noble

Gabrielle Oblena

Ewan Oglethorpe

Dorothy O'Keefe

Mary Olinger

Nicole Omecene

Odette Ovies

Shelton Panak

Daisy Pardasani

Ray Pardue

Julian Parr

Marjie Patterson

Brenda Patterson

Nancy Lucas Patterson

Atiba Pertilla

Brendan Pevarski

Coryelle Pondy

Claude Raible

Muhammad Raja

Wayne Rankin Jr.

Cheryn Rapp

Ellen Rathbun

Rosemary Rawlins

Todd Reiman

Constance Relihan

Jan Reynolds

Gayle Rhodes

Judy Richardson

N.G. Riddlemoser

Grant Rissler

Martha Rubin

Mark Ryan

Mary S. Currie

Rachel Saffron

Sonia Salman

Farah Salman

Gwen Sarsfield

Anna Lou Schaberg

Adam Scharf

Carl Schluter

Irene Scouras

Anna Sculthorpe

Thank you to all of our Donors:  Individuals
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$255,990.20

Financial Health

FY 2019-2020
Total Income

FY 2019-2020
Total Expenses

FY 2019-2020
Net Income

$209,428.08

$48,153.95

As of June 30, 2020, we have $263,453.92 in reserves with no liabilities.

Note: These reserves will provide essential back-up support as we navigate the potential economic crisis
due to COVID-19. We are grateful that we have been able to keep all staff on payroll and plan on supporting

3.5  additional staff positions, making us a team of 9 in FY 2021.



Financial Management

Where our money
comes from...

...and where it goes.



Reflections from the last 10 years

- Helen Zein Eddine, Director
of Volunteer Engagement 
Remembering our staff trip to

witness the naturalization
ceremony of Hameeda Noory,

an interpreter from one of
our client communities

I  w i l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h e  l o o k  o n  h e r  f a c e
a n d  t h e  l i t e r a l  d a n c i n g  f o r  j o y  w h e n  s h e

p a s s e d  t h e  l e a r n e r ' s  p e r m i t  t e s t .  I  w a s  s o
h a p p y  t o  b e  t h e r e  w i t h  h e r  w h e n  s h e

f i n a l l y  a c h i e v e d  t h i s  g o a l .

W h e n  I  w a s  t h e r e ,  I  w a s  o v e r w h e l m e d  b y
t h e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  t h a t  I  s a w  a s  p e o p l e
w a i t e d  t o  b e  r e s e t t l e d  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t   c o u n t r y .
I t  w a s  t h e n  t h a t  I  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  m o s t
i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  w e  ( R e E s t a b l i s h  R i c h m o n d )
c o u l d  d o  i s  p r o v i d e  a  f i n i s h i n g  l i n e ,  a  r e a s o n
f o r  t h a t  s t r u g g l e ,  b y  p r o v i d i n g  s u p p o r t  a n d
h o p e .

- Patrick Braford, Founder
of ReEstablish Richmond

After his visit to Malaysia in 2013
where he visited refugee

processing centers

- Laura Jones,
Associate Director

After seeing one of her students
pass the driver's knowledge

test at the DMV

M y  f a v o r i t e  m e m o r y  i s  w h e n  w e  w e n t  w i t h
H a m e e d a  t o  h e r  n a t u r a l i z a t i o n  c e r e m o n y .
B e i n g  i n  t h a t  r o o m  a n d  h e a r i n g  a l l  t h e s e
c o u n t r i e s  b e i n g  c a l l e d  o u t ,  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e m
w a s  L e b a n o n .  I t  w a s  a  l o n g  j o u r n e y  l e a d i n g
u p  t o  t h i s  m o m e n t  f o r  e v e r y o n e  i n  t h a t
r o o m .  W e  g o t  t o  w i t n e s s  i t  a n d  c e l e b r a t e
t h e i r  j o u r n e y !



- Helen Rai, Director

of Client Engagement 
Speaking about the value of

welcoming refugee and immigrant

communities 

I  l o v e  s e e i n g  w o m e n  i n  m y  c l a s s  w i t h  l i t t l e
o r  n o  s e w i n g  k n o w l e d g e ,  h a v i n g  m a d e
d r e s s e s  a n d  p i l l o w s .  T h e  o w n e r s h i p  t h a t
t h e y  f i n d  i n  t h i s  n e w  s k i l l -  i t  b e n e f i t s  t h e i r
h o m e  l i f e  a n d  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y .  I  l o v e  s e e i n g
w o m e n  w h o  g r a d u a t e d  a  y e a r  a g o  n o w
m a k i n g  t h e i r  o w n  p r o d u c t s .  

- Leah Westberry, Director
of Economic Empowerment

Speaking about the Heela
Sewing Class

- Patrick Braford, Founder
of ReEstablish Richmond

and owner of Global Painting
Speaking about the value of hiring

people from refugee and
immigrant communities

W e  h e a r  t h e  t e r m  e s s e n t i a l  w o r k e r s ,
a n d  t h a t  i s  w h a t  p e o p l e  b e c o m e .

R e f u g e e  a n d  i m m i g r a n t  c o m m u n i t i e s
o f t e n  a r e  w o r k i n g  i n  h o s p i t a l s  a n d  f o o d

p a c k a g i n g  f a c t o r i e s .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o
a c k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  o u r

e s s e n t i a l  w o r k e r s  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .

W h e n  s o m e o n e  c h o o s e s  t o  f l e e  t h e i r  h o m e
t o  e s c a p e  s o m e w h e r e  e l s e ,  i t  i s  t h e  u l t i m a t e
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e .  A n d  o f t e n ,
i t  i s  e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  p r o t e c t  o r  s u p p o r t  o n e ' s
f a m i l y . T h a t  i d e a  a l o n e  y i e l d s  a n  a m a z i n g  
 p e r s o n . H a v i n g  a n  e m p l o y e e  w i t h  t h a t  k i n d
o f  p u r p o s e  a n d  d r i v e ,  y o u  a r e  g o i n g  t o  d o
p r e t t y  w e l l  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e m .  

Reflections from the last 10 years

https://globalpaintingrva.com/
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